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Custom of Dragon Boat Festival ( Duan Wu) of Tujia Minorities
and Its Characteristics in Western Hubei

Li Yan - fang
( Minzu University of China Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: under the grand background that on the fifth day of the fifth month of the Chinese calendar has be—
come a legal holiday for Dragon Boat Festival of the nation a custom of three Dragon Boat Festivals is still retained
in Enshi Tujia Ethnic Group area namely the fifth the fifteenth and the twenty — fifth day of the fifth month in the
Chinese calendar being called Head Duan Wu Middle Duan Wu and End Duan Wu respectively. This custom is
recorded in document and also exists in the life of Tujia people. The purpose of the festival has been gradually
changed from memorizing history and commemorating ancestors to family reunion and enjoying food and entertain—
ment which is full of thick culture atmosphere of the festival of ethnic minorities. The festival has clear characteris—
tics and has also had effective variation with the development of the times which are worth experiencing and stud—
ying.
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